
FFICER SAYS 
E SAWj RUBY 



A Dallas police officer said Sat- 
urday that he saw self-appointed 
executioner Jack Ruby come 
through the Main Sti«et entrance 
of the aty Hall basement min- 
utes before he fired a fatal, point- 
blank shot into the body of Lee 
Harvey Oswald. 

•"TT!? officer, stationed near the 
armored car at the Commerce 
Street exit fnwn the; basement, 
told The Times Herald^ 

"Jack Ruby, Osu'ald'E assassm, 
came from the north (Main Street) 
entrance down the ramp. There 
were many p<^ice officers and 
press rcpi-escnlativcs in the airea. 

"Ruby jumped out of the crowd 
as Oswald passed and fired one - . 
shot point-blank at Oswald." practiced shooting there u re- 
How Ruby entered the Qty Halli^n^Iy « five days before tha 
basement has been subject of an 



Ion giuard at the Main Street exit 
for two and one half hours prior- 
to the shooting and had admitted 
no one but police (^cers and 
press representatives. Everyone, 
he said, was required to show 
identification. 

In another development, the 
owner . of a public gun range said 
Saturday the FBI had taken 
pounds of empty shells in an at-i 
tempt to confirm that Oswald had] 
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assusinatiai <i Preddrat Ken- 



cxtcasive investi;;ation within the{"*^" 



the 



police department. No official ex-' PoJ* <»3|" 
planalion hM been made, and SPOrt!*™' G"" 
polire oificials have declined com- '^"^ P"'™' "^J^ *" "* 
ment on tcporls that several ofti- Virginia, had ever leen 

cers have been asked to take lie- '^H!^^ ™^ 
detector tests in connection with 



the probe. 

STORIES MATCH 
The officer's stoi-y matches that 
of Ruby as told through his at- 
torney Tom Howard. There 'has 



But there were three different . 
people here at three different ' 
times who told us about seeing 
Oswald," Davis said. 

Meanwhile, an 18-yeaKild seli- 
stj'lcd Nazi fnim Arlington, Va.,', 



been speeulaUon that Ruby had marched into the Dallas. 
U'aitcd in the ba-wment, mingUns;?""'* department, acccmpanied 
with members of the press untilll^ » »^ 
Oswald stepped into the basement ^'"''^^ "iammy d Cuban 
parkinc area. strongman Fidel Castro. 

An officer on duty at the Mair ■ 3™* wore . broOT ihirt 
Sti-ect exit said he had not seer and » Swastika arm band. He laW. 
Ruby enter the basement. ^ he was "just Mymi to Inform the 
The officer saidjiehad beel'' 



CASTBO-BLASIED r " ; 
[ A sign affixed to the' Castro 
effigy blamed the Cuban dicUtor. 
|ior President John F, Kannedy'a 
lassasslnaUon and urged an In- 
vasion of the Communist-cot)-; 
tioUed island. >~ 
. The Secret Service arrived min- ^ 
jutes later and clamped a securi^ 
I lid on the Dallas Police Depart- 
Imeiit's special services bureau. 
I It was also learned Saturday' 
i that an early suspect in the assas-. 
; sination of President Kennedy was . 
:itill in Jail-but no longer as »'. 
'suspect in the killing. 

The man. a 31-year-old man 
who gave a Knight Street ad- 
dress, was arrested minutes aiter 
the assassination when officers 
iwarmed railioad yards near the 
assassination scene. 

A man was repotrted seen- in 
tiiat area carrying a riHe. 

STILL IN JAIL ■'■ 
'The suspect was unarmed When 
arrested but booked, along with 
others arrested in the hectic hours 
following the assassination, <m; 
.charges of 'Investigation of con- 
spiracy to ccimnit murder." 

The invMtigative charges were 
dropped Monday morning but the 
man was held in jail en "city 
diarges." . 

And in another phase of the In- 
vestigation, authorities stil) de- 
clined to. comment on a possible 
link between the President's assas^ : 
sination and a sniper's shot at 
former Mij. Gen. Edwin A, 
Walker last spring. 

Oswald's widow is , reported to 
)iave tdd authorities her husband 
koasted of firing a shot at Mr. 
Walker last April 10, and there 
iwere reports that the ex-general's 
■name and telephone number were 
iound in a book recovered among 
^Oswald's possessions. 
' The shot barely missed the gen- 
lend as be sat in the study his 
Ihcme on furtle. Creek Bouhvard. 




Daoambar 11, 1963 



Mr. J. E. Curiy 
Chief of Police 



Subject! Interview with Mr. Darwin Payne, 
Reporter for Dallas Times Herald 



Sir: 



On December 10, 1963, Lieutenant F, I. Cornwall and Lieutenant 
Jack Revlll interviewed Mr, Darwin Payne in regards to an 
article that was vfritten by him and printed in the Dallas 
Times Herald, December S, 1963. Mr. Payne stated that on 
Saturday, December 7, 1963, at about 1:30 p.m. he called 
Sergeant P. T. Dean at home and told him that he was as- 
signed to verify an article written by Ifr. David Hughes 
and published in the Times Herald shortly after the shooting 
of Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Mr. Payne said that he then read the article written by ^ 
Kr. David Hughes to Sergeant Dean (copy of these notes 
are attached to the interview of David Hughes) and asked 
him if this was about the way it was or if there were any , 
changes he would like to make. Sergeant Dean advised him 
that he did not have any changes to make from the original 
interview given I-ir. Hughes. The article written by I-Sr. 
Payne vihioh appeared in the Dallas Times Herald on 
December 8, 1963, states "Officer says he saw Ruby". In 
regard to this statement I asked Mr. Payne if Sergeant 
Dean had made this statement, that he had seen Jack Ruby 
come down the North ramp and Mr. Payne replied that Sergeant 
Dean did not say this but that he merely verified what had 
been written in the first article. 

vnien asked how this mistake was made, Mr. Payne stated that 
it was probably done by the rewrite man. 

At the time of this interview, Hr, Payne said he had been 
questioned by the Federal Bureau of- investigation. 



Respectfully submitted. 




F. I. Cornwall, Lieutenant 
Special Service Bureau 




Jack Revill, Lieutenant 
sAecial Service Bureau 



Enclosure - Copy of article in Dallas Times Herald 



